
General Index / Indice generale

Preface  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Chapter 1
Traits of Spirituality for a Renewed Evangelization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

1.1 A Renewed Evangelization in a Diversified World  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
1.2 Testify or Evangelize?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
1.3 Let Us Try Starting with the ‘Word of God’  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

1.3.1 A ‘Sacred History’ Outlined in the Acts of the Apostles  . . . . . . 11
1.3.2 The Fulfillment of the Prophecy of Jesus According 

to the ‘Sacred History’ of the Acts of the Apostles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
1.3.3 First of all in Jerusalem  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
1.3.4 In Judea  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
1.3.5 Beyond the ‘Land of the Fathers’  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
1.3.6 In Samaria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
1.3.7 On the Road to Gaza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
1.3.8 “To the Ends of the Earth”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

1.4 The True Fulfillment of the Words of Jesus in Paul’s Story . . . . . . . . . 22
1.4.1 Jesus’ Prophecy regarding Saul in Damascus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

Chapter 2
Aspects of Pauline Spirituality  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

2.1 A Brief Observation of Method  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
2.2 The Maturing of a Fundamental Charism  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

2.2.1 A Charism Matured Over Time  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
2.2.2 The Community from which the Mission Starts  . . . . . . . . . . . 32
2.2.3 The Group of Evangelizers and their Livelihoods . . . . . . . . . . . 34
2.2.4 The Stages of the Mission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
2.2.5 The Recipients  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

2.3 Evangelization: Opportunities and Content  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
2.3.1 The Opportunities for Evangelization in the 

Acts of the Apostles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
2.3.2 Content of Evangelization in the Acts of the Apostles  . . . . . . . . 46
2.3.3 Evangelization among the Jewish Communities  . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
2.3.4 Evangelization of the Pagans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Tratti di spiritualità paolina_Church’s Mission  15/01/21  12:49  Pagina 213



2.4 Evangelization is More Than a Missionary Discourse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
2.4.1 Catechetical Overview of the First Evangelization of the 

Pauline Communities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
2.4.2 Catechetical Elements of the First Evangelization of the 

Pauline Communities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

Chapter 3
Taking on Newly Emerging Responsibilities in Ministry  . . . . . . . . 67

3.1 From Fundamentalist Militancy in Judaism to Maturation in 
Managing Christian Communities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71
3.1.1 Saul’s Militancy in Judaism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72
3.1.2 A Human Maturation Gained through Experience 

in Apostolic Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Chapter 4
The Willingness to Abandon Any Personal Planning  
and Configuration to Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

4.1 Paul’s Perception of Dramatic Events in His Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83
4.1.1 The Acts of the Apostles’ Perspective on Pastoral Projects, 

Their End and Failure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87
4.2 Configuration to Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

4.2.1 Configuration to Christ in the Pauline Epistles . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91
4.2.2 Configuration to Christ in the Acts of the Apostles  . . . . . . . . . . 94

4.3 Proposed Summary for Today’s Pauline Spirituality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

* * *

Prefazione  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Capitolo 1
Tratti di spiritualità per una rinnovata evangelizzazione  . . . . . . . . 113

1.1 Una rinnovata evangelizzazione in un mondo diversificato  . . . . . . . . 113
1.2 Testimoniare o evangelizzare?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
1.3 Proviamo a partire dalla “Parola di Dio”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

1.3.1 Una “storia sacra” tratteggiata negli Atti degli Apostoli  . . . . . . 115
1.3.2 Il compiersi della profezia di Gesù secondo la “storia sacra” 

degli Atti degli Apostoli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
1.3.3 Innanzitutto a Gerusalemme  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117
1.3.4 Nella Giudea  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
1.3.5 Oltre la “terra dei padri” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
1.3.6 In Samaria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
1.3.7 Sulla strada verso Gaza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122
1.3.8 «Fino ai confini della terra» . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124

1.4 Il vero compimento delle parole di Gesù nella vicenda di Paolo  . . . 125
1.4.1 La profezia di Gesù su Saulo a Damasco  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

214 | General Index / Indice generale

Tratti di spiritualità paolina_Church’s Mission  15/01/21  12:49  Pagina 214



Capitolo 2
Aspetti di una spiritualità paolina  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

2.1 Una breve osservazione di metodo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
2.2 La maturazione di un carisma fondamentale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

2.2.1 Un carisma maturato nel tempo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
2.2.2 La comunità da cui parte la missione . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136
2.2.3 Il gruppo degli evangelizzatori e i mezzi di sostentamento  . . 138
2.2.4 Le tappe della missione . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
2.2.5 I destinatari . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144

2.3 Le occasioni e i contenuti dell’evangelizzazione  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148
2.3.1 Le occasioni dell’evangelizzazione negli Atti degli Apostoli  . . 148
2.3.2 Contenuti dell’evangelizzazione negli Atti degli Apostoli  . . . . 150
2.3.3 L’evangelizzazione presso le comunità giudaiche  . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
2.3.4 L’evangelizzazione dei pagani  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154

2.4 L’evangelizzazione non si esaurisce in un discorso missionario  . . . . . 163
2.4.1 Cenni di catechesi nella prima evangelizzazione 

delle comunità paoline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164
2.4.2 Spezzoni di catechesi della prima evangelizzazione 

delle comunità paoline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164

Capitolo 3
L’assunzione di responsabilità nuove emergenti nel ministero . . 169

3.1 Dalla militanza fondamentalista nel giudaismo alla maturazione 
della gestione delle comunità cristiane  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173
3.1.1 La militanza di Saulo nel giudaismo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174
3.1.2 Una maturazione umana completata attraverso l’esperienza 

del ministero apostolico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182

Capitolo 4
La disponibilità ad abbandonare qualsiasi progettualità 
propria e la configurazione a Cristo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185

4.1 La percezione di Paolo di eventi drammatici nel suo ministero  . . . . 185
4.1.1 La prospettiva degli Atti degli Apostoli sulla fine 

e sul fallimento dei progetti pastorali  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190
4.2 La configurazione a Cristo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193

4.2.1 La configurazione a Cristo nelle lettere paoline . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193
4.2.2 La configurazione a Cristo negli Atti degli Apostoli  . . . . . . . . . 196

4.3 Proposta di sintesi per una spiritualità paolina odierna  . . . . . . . . . . . . 206

Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209

Index of Names  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211

General Index / Indice generale | 215

Tratti di spiritualità paolina_Church’s Mission  15/01/21  12:49  Pagina 215


