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IL CRISTIANESIMO TRA LA FINE DELL’ERA TOKUGAWA
E L’INIZIO DELLA RESTAURAZIONE IMPERIALE MEIJI:

L’ULTIMA PERSECUZIONE

L’articolo vuole ripercorrere i tentativi dei missionari per ritornare a lavorare in
Giappone, dopo la riapertura del Paese all’Occidente nell’800, e la via crucis di
quelli che Bernard Petitjean chiamava caro piccolo gregge, i cristiani giappo-
nesi. Perché il cambio di governo dallo shogunato alla riforma Meiji non portò
subito alla fine della persecuzione? Quali furono le argomentazioni delle auto-
rità contro i cristiani? Per quale motivo tremilaquattrocentoquattordici cristiani,
tra i quali donne e bambini, furono deportati dal loro villaggio di Urakami? Per
cercare di capire queste questioni così complesse presenteremo anche la vita
e la coraggiosa testimonianza di Takagi Senuemon e dei suoi compagni, che
soffrirono l’esilio, la tortura, la fame ma scelsero di non abbandonare la fede
cristiana.

CHRISTIANITY BETWEEN THE END OF THE TOKUGAWA
ERA AND THE BEGINNING OF THE MEIJI IMPERIAL

RESTORATION: THE LAST PERSECUTION

The article would attempt to retrace the efforts undertaken by the missionaries
to return to Japan after the country’s reopening to the West in the 1800s. The
author is also going to relate and discuss the difficulties and struggles of those
whom Bernard Petitjean called dear little flock, i.e., the Japanese Christians.
What were the reasons why the change of government from the Shogunate to
Meiji Reform did not immediately lead to end the persecution of Christians?
What were the arguments of the authorities against the Christians? Why were
3,414 Christians, including women and children, deported from their village of
Urakami? In order to facilitate a better understanding of these complex issues,
the author will also present the life and courageous testimonies of Takagi
Senuemon and his companions. They were exiled and went through unsur-
mountable sufferings including torture and hunger. Had they apostatized, they
could have avoided these sufferings, but they chose not to abandon their
Christian faith.
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