From Prayer Temples to Temples of Spiritual Care for the Deceased

Japan is becoming more secular, with Buddhist temples frequently being noted as
declining. Nevertheless, Buddhist ceremonies still make up over 90% of all funer-
als. This paper describes in detail the modern history of two Nichiren sect temples
in order to understand Japanese Buddhism as it is lived today and to examine the
background behind the Japanese people’s ongoing search for Buddhist temples
to provide spiritual care for the deceased. We will discuss the historical context be-
hind the Japanese people’s ongoing quest for Buddhist temples that offer spiritual
support for the deceased. Both of these urban temples, which initially focused on
prayers for the benefit of this life, were transformed into temples of spiritual care
for the deceased after the abbot was replaced, with the tomb at the center. For
Buddhist temples, managing graves and remains for income serves as a surviv-
al strategy, ensuring business stability. On the other hand, people certainly gain
emotional stability by entrusting their families and their own remains to the future
of the temple. Despite the uncertainty of people’s religious beliefs, they still have
faith in the reliability of Buddhist temples.
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