Rebirth from the Scars of War

In this short paper, | will introduce war survivors from Hiroshima and Okinawa and
their anti-war work. The first is Nakazawa Keiji (1939-2012), a Hiroshima survi-
vor and artist of the famous manga Barefoot Gen (Hadashi no Gen) which began
running in a comic magazine in 1973. The next is former Okinawa Governor Ota
Masahide (1925-2017), who also survived the atrocities of the Battle of Okinawa.
Despite their deep scars of war, both were tireless anti-war advocates in post-
war Japan. Presenting their courageous work and their own words, this paper will
discuss human religiosity in relation to pacifist movements. Hibakusha (A-bomb
survivors) have suffered from discrimination and prejudice in postwar Japan. Re-
garding the issues of Okinawa in particular, there are very few people in Japan
today who know about their history, especially the Battle of Okinawa. Finally, in ex-
amining how their existence and way of life gives hope to Japanese society today,
this paper will also introduce Oe Kenzabur6 (1935-2023), one of Japan’s leading
literary figures (Nobel Prize in Literature in 1994) and pacifists. Oe was a writer who
found hope, which had been lost in postwar Japan, by encountering hibakusha
and survivors of the Battle of Okinawa.
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