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Endo Shusaku'’s (1923-1996) novel Silence is a masterpiece of Japanese Catholic
literature that has been re-released in 2016, thanks to Martin Scorsese'’s film adap-
tation. Scorsese’s empathy for Silence is thought to be due not only to its portrayal
of Christian faith, but also to its structural similarity to a mystery novel. Silence is
also a work that embodies the culmination of Endd’s lifetime of literary activity,
which aimed to indigenize European Christianity in Japan. This article examines
how the theme of Christian acceptance in Asia is realized in Endd’s literary works
by organizing his writing activities into four stages.
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